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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1-37. (Canceled) 

38. An intravenous lead insertion assembly, comprising 
a catheter having a proximal end and a distal end; 

an intravenous lead at least partially located within the catheter and having at 
least one electrode and a lumen extending from a proximal end of the lead to a distal 
end of the lead, the lumen having a first opening through the proximal end of the lead, a 
second opening through the distal end of the lead, and a helical coil portion; 

a guidewire for facilitating advancement of the intravenous lead into the coronary 
sinus, said guidewire sized to extend through the first and second openings in said 
lumen and past the distal end of the lead during implantation of the lead, and being 
removable from the lead after placement of the lead in the coronary sinus; and 

a removal wire sized to extend through the first opening and into the lumen of the 
intravenous lead, the removal wire having a distal end portion including a spherical tip 
and a lead contacting portion for contacting the lead to facilitate securing the lead during 
a removal of the catheter from around the lead, the lead contacting portion including a 
braided mesh material that expands radially under compressive loads. 

39. The intravenous lead insertion assembly according to claim 38, wherein the 
lumen of the intravenous lead is of a size to separately receive the guidewire and the 
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removal wire, but is not of a size to receive the guidewire and the removal wire 
simultaneously. 

40. The intravenous lead insertion assembly according to claim 38, wherein the 
distal end of the intravenous lead extends distal of the distal end of the catheter prior to 
removal of the catheter. 

41. The intravenous lead insertion assembly according to claim 38, wherein the 
contacting portion of the removal wire abuts a portion of the intravenous lead. 

42. The intravenous lead insertion assembly according to claim 38, wherein the 
contacting portion of the removal wire contacts the lumen of intravenous lead. 

43. The intravenous lead insertion assembly according to claim 38, wherein the 
contacting portion of the removal wire provides a frictional engagement with the lumen 
of the intravenous lead. 

44. The intravenous lead insertion assembly according to claim 38, wherein the 
contacting portion engages the helical coil portion of the lead. 
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